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ABSTRACT: Extractive industry generates large quantities of wastes from mining to finished product in spite of production yields improvements. However, the inertness of natural stone wastes allows them to be re-used as valuable raw materials towards more Sustainable Construction. This valorisation implies: i) relief of disposal sites and avoidance of related visual impacts, ii) promotion of suitable substitutes for natural aggregates, of which consumption is continuously increasing, and iii) decrease of these non-renewable resources depletion.

This paper presents an initial investigation on building materials incorporating ornamental stone sludge. In order to compare them with the natural stone-made, it is important to know not only their functional properties but also the environmental impacts over their whole lifetime. Consequently, good quality information about their burdens on the Environment should be generated and collected, using for its evaluation and interpretation the tool Life Cycle Assessment (LCA). 

